STORY PREMISES FOR CHELSEA D.H.O. 


We are, basically, an entertainment and human interest show, 
but the framework of the program allows us to make incisive 


dramatic statements about our time, and this we plan to do. 
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1. A Public Health Nurse coeniees by Delaney is raped while 
on her rounds. It is not only a_ problem of finding the 
rapist, but of fighting the stigma of rape for too many 
people sometimes doubt the victim's resistance. As for 
Delaney, he must help the nurse fight her fear that she 


is a damaged woman. He brought her there and so feels 


responsible. 


2. Superstition is often a powerful enemy of good medical 
Deortaaee: When Delaney prescribes sulfa-diazone tablets 
to fight an outbreak of meningitis, rumor and superstition 
claim that it will make men impotent and so they refuse to 
take it. How do you fight something as amorphous as 
superstition? In addition to his professional involvement, 
Delaney becomes personally implicated when impotence strikes 


the husband of a pretty staff assistant. Sam is wrongly 


accused of causing it. 


Sam Delaney does not accept any death at its face value. 

It is this which leads him, with the help of Dr. Levine 

of the Medical Examiner's office to discover a murder. 

Delaney is menaced, for his work holds the key to the killer's 


identity. 


The stress of our times shows up in the Number One Health 
killer of hyper-tension. Delaney organizes a testing 
campaign among the business men of the community. In 
addition to those who avoid the test because they think 

"jt can't happen to them," Delaney is opposed by a man 

who is afraid he will lose his job when the truth of his 
condition becomes known. The latter is a man whose 
influence can put Delaney into difficulty. 

"A LONG on ater DAY" is the title which accurately 
summarizes this story. The Public Health people know 

that extremely hot weather brings on an emergency 

situation in which the social ills of the community explode 
into violence. Over a 24-hour period we dramatize how the 
crisis of violence and frustration is met by Sam Delaney 
and his dedicated staff at Chelsea. Involved as a principal 
victim of the violence is Dr. Levine,and Delaney must fight 


to save his life. 


Now and then we would like to do a "plague" story -- 
because the detection is so dramatic and fascinating. We 
have a true story of how anthrax was carried ina set of 
piano keys. The story starts in a jazz joint..a well-known 
jazzZ pianist dies..and the lethal source of infection stands 
mutely waiting to claim another victim. Delaney is a jazz 
buff and the new girl pianist who is in danger...happens to 
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be a girl friend. 


An aggressive Medical Researcher decides to use the people 
of Chelsea in an experiment for the greater good of 
humanity. But Delaney fights for the individual dignity 
of his patients and jeopardizes a large Foundation Grant 
for his Community. He feels he doesn't have the right 


to choose martyrs for society. 


In a major accident, life and death ane often decided in 
the first few minutes. Delaney organizes a "major trauma 
unit" composed of laymen from the community - against 

some opposition. The unit gets its first severe test 

as it is forced to handle the crash of a transcontinental 
airplane on the city streets. Threatening the rescue efforts 
is the husband of a recently deceased patient who is out > 


to "get" Delaney. 
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The reality of the medicine Sam Delaney has to practice, 
as a community doctor, comes up against the romantic and 
glamorous story of miracle transplants and cures in 
newspapers and magazines. Delaney has to bring people 

to an acceptance of their illnesses and an understanding 
that death may be the logical result. The subject of how 
people die has been ignored much too long and it is only 
now that an affirmative approach is being taken in the 
new-found knowledge of how it can help. But Sam Delaney 
himself is tested as he learns that his own father has a 


fatal illness. 


The fear of cancer is endemic,and the tragedy that 
Delaney sees, almost weekly, is the fact that this 
fear causes a delay in treatment. a ree has to 
overcome eis fear in the treatment of a staff social 
worker who must undergo a severe operation that she 


thinks may disfigure her. 


Delaney comes up against the quest for Eternal Youth as 
an unscrupulous doctor in the area promises to restore 
lost youth to patients. The money-making scheme finds 
the doctor involved implicating Delaney in his scheme in 


order to blackmail him into silence. 


ee 


Ae? A young retarded man is brought to Delaney for treatment. 
Because of the compassion he shows his patients, he begins 
to suspect this young man is not retarded at all. Delaney 
is forced to penetrate a life-long web of secrecy and ig- 
norance in order to bring the boy into "our" world. Some 
of the opposition he receives makes the valid point that 
he may be actually doing the young man a disservice by 
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putting him into a world for which he is unprepared. 


i ee The problem of Sickle Cell Anemia brings Delaney into 
conflict with his black friends. They are sensitive to 
the detection campaign which is searching for Sickle Cell 
traits. The conflict arises in the blacks' feeling that 
the discovery of the traits will cause further discrimination 
against them, in jobs .. in insurance .. and in the community. 
14. Delaney again combines with Dr. Levine, of the Medical 
mcninee a Office, to uncover illnesses that aré being 
caused by pollution. It is a battle with far-reaching 
ramifications, because the company threatens to move its 
operation and thus cause loss of jobs, if Delaney forces 


too strict a compliance. 
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Delaney finds a boy who has been "hidden" away by his 
parents in a room of their apartment. The boy will be 
dead within a year of a brain tumor .. and, ina real 
sense, they are already mourning his death by keeping 
him away from life. The neighborhood, also, shuns this 
child because they do not wish their children to know the 
reality of death. It is Delaney's job to bring this boy 
out of the darkness and to allow him to live his life 
every day that he is alive. As well, he must make the 
neighborhood people lose their fear of what this boy 


represents. 


Delaney is called as a witness in a criminal trial but 
claims the right of privileged communication with his 
patient. His refusal to reveal this confidential in- 
formation finds him charged with contempt. The story 
dramatizes the conflict between the law and medicine 
and shows the victims to be the people and in cases 
where there is an Hesarabie and committed man such as 


Sam Delaney..it decries his jeopardy as well. 


Some bored youths, laid off from their jobs because a 


government grant closed their agency, raise hell by 
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breaking into a food warehouse. One of them dies of botulism 


but the boys are . afraid to talk because of the potential 


burglary charge. Delaney must find the source of the 

botulism before it spreads. 

An RH child needing a transfusion is hidden away from 

Delaney by the parents because of fear and ignorance. 

He must not only save the child's life but educate the 


parents out of lifelong held beliefs. 


An unmarried nurse becomes the enemy of a young addict 
mother who is trying to get her nae back. But until the 
cea certifies that the mother is drug free, the child 
remains with the city. Delaney's problem is that he must 
not only give the mother a future by getting her back her 
child but that he must help the nurse whose barren life 
has made her embittered. He must help her to understand 
that there is a richness in her life based on what she 


has given to so many others. 
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A boy whose mother was deserted by her husband, is tired 
of all the "uncles" ba eee sleeping with his mother. 
When he was sick, Delaney was kind to him. And so..he 
runs away and wants to stay with Delaney. He is glad 
when he becomes sick again and so can stay at Chelsea. 
vit Louies Sam but his coming operation is threatened by 


the fact that he will have to go back to his mother. 


As family doctor to the community, Sam Delaney often has 
to help in family problems. One of the young leaders of 


his Community Board separates from his wife. She is con- 


_vinced he doesn't love her since he refuses to have 


children. It is Delaney who eeouare that the young 
man has hyperlipoproteinemia (fat in the blood). Men 

in his family had died in their thirties of heart 
attacks, and he didn't want his wife to be a young widow. 


Delaney shows him how he can.be helped. 


An autopsy by Dr. paves doruied the presence of a 
previously unsuspected disease which can cause an epidemic. 
In tracking down the source, Sam Delaney himself contracts 
the illness but in so doing, he is able to locate the 


source of infection. 
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Delaney does spot screenings of high school students. 
In one such che¢ék, he discovers a girl with tuberculosis. 
She is the daughter or an iron curtain diplomat who has 
defected,and she is afraid they will be deported so she 


runs away. 


' A news reporter from a national magazine goes undercover 


at Chelsea because he wants to do an "expose" of poor 
health care in the city. Delaney is thus in great jeopardy 
but his hard work instead leads to a story in which Chelsea 


and the public health people are highly praised. 


- Delaney joins in a study which has produced strong 


evidence that when people "give up on their lives" see 

such as Sige or widowed people..the onset of a critical 
disease can Abie be predicted. Expert medical treatment 
is of little avail. It is only through Delaney's humanity 
that he reaches a een who has been one of his best vol- 
unteer workers. During the treatment, she falls in love 
with him, but he manages to help her find the courage to 


face her life..alone...but with hope. 
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Chelsea finds itself in the no man's land of a riot. At 
great risk to himself, Delaney goes into the streets to 
administer to the people of both sides. Caught in the 
Widdie. he is suspect to all. But in sharing the terrible 


night..he effects a bridge that leads to the beginning of 


reconciliation. 


An unknown poison has been taken by a child. The rumor 
starts that it was accidentally administered at the 

Health Center. Delaney uses the resources of the Poison 
Control Center to detect the nature of the poison..where 


it came from..and the antidote. 


The theft of hepatitis serum from chelaes Pens Delaney 
on a life and death search. The success of a campaign 
he peal’ tastes for unwed mothers is threatened as one 

of them becomes very ill and the life of the unborn child 


is threatened. 
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